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Please answer TWO (2) of the following questions on DIFFERENT philosophers. You must 
select different topics to your essay question. 


1. What themes in Kant’s Transcendental Idealism are important to subsequent Continental 
Philosophy? Discuss, with reference to one or more other philosophers we have studied. 


2. What is the meaning of Hegel’s claim that ‘what is rational is actual; and what is actual is 
rational and how does he justify it? Discuss. 


3. Do Hegel’s views on history and the State glorify war and support Totalitarianism? 
Discuss. 


4. How does Marx develop some of Hegel’s ideas into the notion of ‘alienated labour’? How 
does his account critique those original ideas? Discuss. 


5. Discuss Schopenhauer’s idea of the Self, in terms of his notion of ‘Will’. How much room 
is there for rationality in this conception? 


6. Is Schopenhauer’s ultimate worldview pessimistic? Discuss. 


7. What does Nietzsche mean by a genealogy of morals and how can it contribute to an 
understanding of moral psychology’? Illustrate with examples. 


8. Do we need to revalue our values now? If so, which values and why? If not, why not? In 
answering the question, draw on Nietzsche's discussions of the task of revaluing all 
values. 


9. What is Nietzsche’s doctrine of the Eternal Return? How is it best interpreted in order to 
serve life-affirmation? 


10.What is the difference between ‘faith’ and ‘knowledge’, for Kierkegaard? How does he 
justify this distinction? Discuss, with reference to his retelling of the story of Abraham 
and Isaac. 
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